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ENCYCLICAL LETTER FRATELLI
TUTTI
OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS
ON FRATERNITY AND SOCIAL
FRIENDSHIP

6. The following pages do not claim to offer a complete
teaching on fraternal love, but rather to consider its univer-
sal scope, its openness to every man and woman. | offer
this social Encyclical as a modest contribution to
continued reflection, in the hope that in the face of
present-day at- tempts to eliminate or ignore others, we
may prove capable of responding with a new vision of
fraternity and social friendship that will not remain at the
level of words. Alt- hough | have written it from the
Christian convictions that inspire and sustain me, | have
sought to make this reflec- tion an invitation to dialogue
among all people of good will.

Foot Note : Address at the Ecumenical and Interreligious
Meeting with Young People, Skopje, North Macedonia (7
May 2019): L’Osservatore Romano, 9 May 2019, p. 9.

7. As | was writing this letter, the Covid-19 pandemic un-
expectedly erupted, exposing our false securities. Aside
from the different ways that various countries responded
to the crisis, their inability to work together became quite
evi- dent. For all our hyper-connectivity, we witnessed a

frag-
mentation that made it more difficult to resolve problems
that affect us all. Anyone who thinks that the only lesson
to be learned was the need to improve what we were
already

doing, or to refine existing_systems and regulations, is

Foot Note : Address gglgpﬁg)qr&qﬁ I Parliament, Stras-
bourg (25 November 2014): AAS 106 (2014), 996.

8. It is my desire that, in this our time, by acknowledging
the dignity of each human person, we can contribute to the
rebirth of a universal aspiration to fraternity. Fraternity be-
tween all men and women. “Here we have a splendid secret
that shows us how to dream and to turn our life into a won-

derful adventure. No one can face life in isolation... We
need a community that supports and helps us, in which we
can help one another to keep looking ahead. How
important it is to dream together... By ourselves, we risk
seeing mi- rages, things that are not there. Dreams, on the
other hand,

are built together”.[6] Let us dream, then, as a single hu-
man family, as fellow travelers sharing the same flesh, as
children of the same earth which is our common home,

each of us bringing the richness of his or her beliefs and
convictions, each of us with his or her own voice, brothers

_and sisters all. . i
Foot Note : Meeting with Authorities, Civil Society and

the Diplomatic Corps, Santiago, Chile (16 January 2018):
AAS 110 (2018), 256.

CHAPTER ONE
DARK CLOUDS OVER A CLOSED WORLD

9. Without claiming to carry out an exhaustive analysis or
to study every aspect of our present-day experience, | in-
tend simply to consider certain trends in our world that hin-

der the development of universal fraternity.

Foot Note : BENEDICT XVI, Encyclical Letter Caritas in
Veritate (29 June 2009), 19: AAS 101 (2009), 655.

SHATTERED DREAMS

10. For decades, it seemed that the world had learned a les-
son from its many wars and disasters, and was slowly mov-
ing towards various forms of integration. For example,
there was the dream of a united Europe, capable of ac-
knowledging its shared roots and rejoicing in its rich diver-
sity. We think of “the firm conviction of the founders of the
European Union, who envisioned a future based on the
capacity to work together in bridging divisions and in fos-
tering peace and fellowship between all the peoples of this
continent”.[7] There was also a growing desire for integra-
tion in Latin America, and several steps were taken in this
direction. In some countries and regions, attempts at recon-
ciliation and rapprochement proved fruitful, while others
showed great promise.

Foot Note : Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Christus
vivit (25 March 2019), 181.

11. Our own days, however, seem to be showing signs of a
certain regression. Ancient conflicts thought long buried
are breaking out anew, while instances of a myopic, ex-
tremist, resentful and aggressive nationalism are on the
rise. In some countries, a concept of popular and national
unity influenced by various ideologies is creating new
forms of selfishness and a loss of the social sense under
the guise of defending national interests. Once more we
are being reminded that “each new generation must take
up the struggles and attainments of past generations,
while setting its sights even higher. This is the path.
Goodness, together with love, justice and solidarity, are
not achieved once and for all; they have to be realized
each day. It is not possible to settle for what was achieved
in the past and complacent- ly enjoy it, as if we could
somehow disregard the fact that many of our brothers and
sisters still endure situations that cry out for our
attention”.[8]
Foot Note : CARDINAL RAUL SILVA HEN-
RIQUEZ, Homily at the Te Deum, Santiago de Chile (18
September 1974).

TO BE CONTINUED NEXT WEEK

Gospel Reflection
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, Today as
a Church, we conclude our liturgical year and cel-
ebrate the Feast of Christ the King. The Gospel we
proclaim shows the great mystery of our faith: In
the moment of his crucifixion, Jesus is shown to
be King and Savior of all.

Luke's Gospel has been loaded with surprises: the
poor are rich, sinners find salvation, the Kingdom
of God is found in our midst. Here we see the
greatest surprise of all. We are confronted with the
crucified Jesus, whom faith tells us is King and
Savior of all. The irony is that the inscription
placed on the cross, perhaps in mockery, contains
the profoundest of truth. As the leaders jeer, the
thief crucified by his side recognizes Jesus as
Messiah and King, and finds salvation.

Jesus is King, but not the kind of king we might
have imagined or expected. His kingship was hid-
den from many of his contemporaries, but those
who had the eyes of faith were able to see. As
modern disciples of Jesus, we, too, struggle at
times to recognize Jesus as King. Today's Gospel
invites us to make our own judgment. With eyes of
faith, we, too, recognize that Jesus, the crucified
One, is indeed King and Savior of all.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit- Amen

Rev. Prabhu Arockiasamy

THANKYOQU

Fr. Prabhu Arockiasamy thanks every-
one for your prayers and personalized
cards and gifts on his birthday.

PRAYER LIST

Anita Barclay, Campbell Berger, Katherine Ber-
ger, Bethany Ann Boltz, Roy Williams, .,Logan
Bowers, Jerry Boyes, Patrick Webb Brownlie-
Carey, Noli Causay, Teresa Coleman, Lee Coo-
ley, Peter Cooley, Anita Cowart, Anne Davidson,
Daniel Dorriety, Marquitta Dukes, Dodie Dumas,
Louise Frontz, Janet Gafford, Tony Golemon,
Mary Ann Keith, Dennis Keith, Liz Kilborn, Ed-
ward Kimbrough, Debora Klaus, Steven Kuszyn-
ski, Shirley Lacy, Michael Langan, Alfred Leon-
ard, Margie Lord, Rodney Lundy, Mary
McKeough, Patricia McRoy, Craig Miley, Archie
Moore, Elaine Moore, Wally Neese, Kenny Nix-
on, Tiffany Neese, Darlene O'Rourke, James M.
O’Rourke, Alex Paneda, Lita Paneda, Scott Peck,
Ursula Quintana, Kaitlyn Reynolds, Simon
Schum, Cindy Snow, Mandy Spotswood, Curtis
Steiner, Rita Steiner, Todd Stringfellow, Barbara
Thomas, Katelyn Tillman, Tyler Upton, Norma
Villanueva, Anna Visperas, Rudy Visperas,
Melanie Wacker, Albert Washington, Heather
Washington, Darlene Watson, Lou Watt, Brad
Wells, Bubba Williams, Bobby Zarate, Diane Lit-
tle , Joyce Ladnier, Roy Still, William Patrick A,
Fred L. Lorge, Joan A. Lorge, Barbara Smith,
Frank Seltzer, Dennis Cottrell , Pete, Sam Barks-
dale, Joey Murphy, Chuck Simmons , Damian
Turk, John O’Conner, Fr. Francis J. Sofie Jr , Me-
gan , Stephen Wiese, Matthew wiese, Raymond
Floyes, Kay K Shaw, Lloyd J. Thompson , Ruby
P Thompson, George E. Merren, Jr, Flora Decker,
Mary Ann Fletchery, Pat McKeough , Mathew
Wilson , Eddie Booth Jr, Helen Bender, Paige El-
lis, Eunice Miles, Gloria Leslie, Diana Holifield,
Bea Burton, Janet & John Frazier, Henry Hoven,
Mark Westbrook, Ronnie Hudson, Jewanda Tay-
lor Jowe , Nicholas Balch ,Jean Stanley , Colleen
O’Rourke, Perry Hockaday, David Curtis, Kristi
D Young.

MASS OPENINGS

December Openings
11,13, 14 15,16, 18,20 21,
22.23.25. 27, 30, 31

January —2023 Openings
are available for Masses as
well,




