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Tour on Compendium of the Catechism of the
Catholic Church

459. What are the duties of children toward their par-
ents?

Children owe respect (filial piety), gratitude, docility and

obedience to their parents. In paying them respect and in
fostering good relationships with their brothers and sis-
ters, children contribute to the growth in harmony and
holiness in family life in general. Adult children should
give their parents material and moral support whenever
they find themselves in situations of distress, sickness,

loneliness, or old age.

460. What are the duties of parents toward their chil-
dren?

Parents, in virtue of their participation in the fatherhood
of God, have the first responsibility for the education of
their children and they are the first heralds of the faith for
them. They have the duty to love and respect their chil-
dren as persons and as children of God and to provide, as
far as is possible, for their physical and spiritual needs.
They should select for them a suitable school and help
them with prudent counsel in the choice of their profes-
sion and their state of life. In particular they have the
mission of educating their children in the Christian faith.

461. How are parents to educate their children in the
Christian faith?

Parents do this mainly by example, prayer, family catech-
esis and participation in the life of the Church.

462. Are family bonds an absolute good?

Family ties are important but not absolute, because the
first vocation of a Christian is to follow Jesus and love
him: “He who loves father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me; whoever loves son or daughter more than
me is not worthy of me” (Matthew 10:37). Parents must
support with joy their children's choice to follow Jesus in
whatever state of life, even in the consecrated life or the
priestly ministry.

463. How should authority be exercised in the various
spheres of civil society?

Authority should always be exercised as a service, re-
specting fundamental human rights, a just hierarchy of
values, laws, distributive justice, and the principle of sub-

sidiarity. All those who exercise authority should seek

the interests of the community before their own interest

and allow their decisions to be inspired by the truth about
God, about man and about the world.

464. \What are the quties of citizens in regard to civil
authorities?

Those subject to authority should regard those in authority
as representatives of God and offer their loyal collaboration
for the right functioning of public and social life. This col-
laboration includes love and service of one's homeland, the
right and duty to vote, payment of taxes, the defense of
one's country, and the right to exercise constructive criti-
cism.

465. When is a citizen forbidden to obey civil authori-
ties?

A citizen is obliged in conscience not to obey the laws of
civil authorities when they are contrary to the demands of
the moral order: “We must obey God rather than
men” (Acts of the Apostles 5:29).

THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT:
YOU SHALL NOT KILL

466. Why must human life be respected?

Human life must be respected because it is sacred. From its
beginning human life involves the creative action of God
and it remains forever in a special relationship with the
Creator, who is its sole end. It is not lawful for anyone di-
rectly to destroy an innocent human being. This is gravely
contrary to the dignity of the person and the holiness of the
Creator. “Do not slay the innocent and the right-
eous” (Exodus 23:7).

467. Why is the legitimate defense of persons and of so-
ciety not opposed to this norm?

Because in choosing to legitimately defend oneself one is
respecting the right to life (either one’s own right to life or
that of another) and not choosing to kill. Indeed, for some-
one responsible for the life of another, legitimate defense
can be not only a right but a grave duty, provided only that
disproportionate force is not used.

468. What is the purpose of punishment?
A punishment imposed by legitimate public authority has
the aim of redressing the disorder introduced by the of-
fense, of defending public order and people’s safety, and
contributing to the correction of the guilty party.

TO BE CONTINUED NEXT WEEK

Gospel Reflection

Dear Brothers and sisters In Jesus Christ, The season of
Easter concludes with today's celebration, the feast of
Pentecost. On Pentecost we celebrate the descent of the
Holy Spirit upon the Apostles gathered in the upper room
in Jerusalem; this event marks the beginning of the
Church. The story of Pentecost is found in the Acts of the
Apostles, today's first reading. The account in today's
Gospel, taken from the Gospel of John, also recounts how
Jesus gave the gift of the Holy Spirit to his disciples.
There is no need to try to reconcile these two accounts to
each other. It is enough to know that, after his death, Je-
sus fulfilled his promise to send to his disciples a helper,
an advocate, who would enable them to be his witnesses
throughout the world.

Wk previously heard today's Gospel on the second Sun-
day of Easter. At that time, we also heard the passage that
follows, which describes Jesus' appearance to Thomas. In
that context, we were led to reflect on belief and unbelief.
In the context of the feast of Pentecost, this reading re-
minds us about the integral connection between the gifts
of peace and forgiveness and the action of the Holy Spirit.
Jesus greets his disciples with the gift of peace. Jesus then
commissions his disciples to continue the work that he
has begun, “As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” As
he breathes the Holy Spirit upon them, Jesus sends his
disciples to continue his work of reconciliation through
the forgiveness of sins.

This Gospel reminds us that the Church is called to be a
reconciling presence in the world. This reconciling pres-
ence of Christ is celebrated in the Church's sacramental
life. In the Sacrament of Baptism, we are washed clean
from sin and become a new creation in Christ. In the Sac-
rament of Penance, the Church celebrates the mercy of
God in forgiving sins. This reconciling presence is also to
be a way of life for Christians. In situations of conflict,
we are to be agents of peace and harmony among people.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit- Amen

Rev. Prabhu Arockiasamy
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MASS OPENINGS
14 June 2022—COpening
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