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ENCYCLICAL LETTERFRATELLITUTTI
ETHE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS ON FRATERNI-
TY AND SOCIAL FRIENDSHIP

115. At a time when everything seems to disintegrate and
lose consistency, it is good for us to appeal to the
“solidity”’[88] born of the consciousness that we are re-
sponsible for the fragility of others as we strive to
build a common future. Solidarity finds concrete
expression in
service, which can take a variety of forms in an effort to
care for others. And service in great part means
“caring for vulnerability, for the vulnerable members
of our families,
our society, our people”. In offering such service,
individu- als learn to “set aside their own wishes and
desires, their pursuit of power, before the concrete
gaze of those who are
most vulnerable... Service always looks to their faces,
touches their flesh, senses their closeness and even, in

FOSTNoR e PoS&y R0 HHIAIRSSNITE M SPEs I8 el
___Christus Vjvit (éﬁst ch 2019), 93.
Service is never ideological, for we do not serve ideas, we
116. The needy generSiVE-Reablfe 8 special solidarity
that exists among those who are poor and suffering, and
which our civilization seems to have forgotten or would
prefer in fact to forget. Solidarity is a word that is not al-
ways well received; in certain situations, it has become a
dirty word, a word that dare not be said. Solidarity means
much more than engaging in sporadic acts of generosity. It
means thinking and acting in terms of community. It
means that the lives of all are prior to the appropriation of
goods by a few. It also means combatting the structural
causes of poverty, inequality, the lack of work, land and
housing, the denial of social and labour rights. It means
confronting the destructive effects of the empire of mon-
ey... Solidarity, understood in its most profound meaning,
is a way of making history, and this is what popular move-
ments are doing”.[90]

Foot Note : Ibid., 94.

117. When we speak of the need to care for our common
home, our planet, we appeal to that spark of universal con-
sciousness and mutual concern that may still be present in

people’s hearts. Those who enjoy a surplus of water yet
choose to conserve it for the sake of the greater human
family have attained a moral stature that allows them to
look beyond themselves and the group to which they be-
long. How marvellously human! The same attitude is de-
manded if we are to recognize the rights of all people,
even those born beyond our own borders.

Foot Note : Address to Authorities, Sarajevo, Bosnia
and Herzegovina (6 June 2015): L’Osservatore Roma-
no, 7 June 2015, p. 7.

RE-ENVISAGING THE SOCIAL ROLE OF PROPERTY

118. The world exists for everyone, because all of us were
born with the same dignity. Differences of colour, religion,
talent, place of birth or residence, and so many others,
cannot be used to justify the privileges of some over the
rights of all. As a community, we have an obligation to
ensure that every person lives with dignity and has sufficient
opportunities for

his or her integral development.
Foot Note : Latinoamérica. Conversaciones con Hernan

Reyes Alcaide, ed. Planeta, Buenos Aires, 2017, 105.[119]
Document on Human Fraternity for World Peace and Liv-
ing Together, Abu Dhabi (4 February 2019): I’Osserva-
tore Romano, 4-5 February 2019, p. 7.

119. In the first Christian centuries, a number of thinkers de-
veloped a universal vision in their reflections on the common
destination of created goods.[91] This led them to realize that
if one person lacks what is necessary to live with dignity, it is
because another person is detaining it. Saint John Chrysostom
summarizes it in this way: “Not to share our wealth with the
poor is to rob them and take away their livelihood. The riches

we possess are not our own, but theirs as well”.[92] In the
words of Saint Gregory the Great, “When we provide the
needy with their basic needs, we are giving them what
belongs to them, not to us”.[93]

Foot Note : NA
TO BE CONTINUED NEXT WEEK

FAMILY FUN DAY
SATURDAY - AUGUST 19, 2023
9:00 - 2:00 PM — (Lunch 11-1)

All of Our Lady of Lourdes Parishioners
are invited along with extended families. Come
one, come all! Hamburgers and Hot Dogs, along
with Tea and Water will be provided by OLL,
cooked by Knights of Columbus. You are only
requested to bring a covered dish (i.e., Meat dish,
side dish or dessert) and sign up on the
attendance sheet at each door, along with the
family count for your guests. If you would like
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you mighédtave. The setup will be as effortless as possible
in order for all the parish to be able to enjoy this Fun Day.
Ideas include Pickleball, basketball, corn hole, Ring Toss,
Dominoes, checkers, card games such as Uno, Poker, Rook,
Hearts, Spades, etc. If you just want to sit and talk and eat
at Fun Day, that’s okay, too! It’s your day!

GOSPEL RFLECTION

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ, In today’s Gos-
pel, Jesus offers three parables to describe the Kingdom
of Heaven. He also explains why he speaks to the crowds
in parables and interprets the parable of the sower for the
disciples. This reading is a continuation of Jesus’ dis-
course that we began reading last Sunday.

All three parables use commonplace experiences to de-
scribe aspects of the Kingdom of Heaven. The first para-
ble is longer and more detailed than the next two, and it
alerts us to the two-fold reality of the Kingdom of Heav-
en. The beginnings of the Kingdom of Heaven can be
found in this world. The fruition of the Kingdom of

Heav- en, however, will not be realized until the final

judgment.

In the meantime, as Jesus’ explanation to the disciples
cautions, any effort to judge the progress of the Kingdom
of Heaven is premature. Only God, in the final judgment,
will distinguish the fruit of the Kingdom of Heaven and

offer its reward.

The second and third parables call to our attention the
abundance that will result from the small beginnings of
the Kingdom of Heaven. Just as a mustard seed—the
smallest of all seeds—will become a large bush, so too
God will bring his Kingdom to full bloom. As a small
amount of yeast will leaven the entire batch of bread, so
too God will bring about the expansion of his Kingdom.
In each case the image is of the superabundance that God
brings out of even the smallest of signs of the Kingdom.

Contained within these parables are words of caution as
well as words of consolation. In the parable of the sower
we are warned against judging others. To judge and up-
root the “weeds” prematurely will harm the wheat; final
judgment rests with God. In the parables of the mustard
seed and the yeast, we are consoled by the message that
God can work wonders and produce abundance from
even the smallest beginnings of the Kingdom of Heaven.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit- Amen

Rev. Prabhu Arockiasamy
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Lita Paneda, Scott Peck, Ursula Quintana, Kaitlyn
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Watt, Brad Wells, Bubba Williams, Bobby Zarate,
Diane Little , Joyce Ladnier, Roy Still, William
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MASS OPENINGS

3 August 2023—Opening
4 August 2023—Opening
9 August 2023—Opening
10August 2023—Opening
11August 2023—Opening
13 August 2023—11:00am
Opening 16 August 2023—
Opening
18 August 2023 —Opening
22August 2023—-Opening
23August 2023—-Opening
24August 2023—-Opening
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